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SUBJECT: ARMS EXPORT POLICY 

1 . AMBASSADOR WACHTMEISTER CALLED ON LES GELB JUNE 3 TO 
DISCUSS IMPLICATIONS FOR SWEDEN OF NEW US POLICY ON ARMS 
EXPORT. HE SAID SWEDEN APPLAUDED THE THRUST OF THIS POLICY, 

BUT WAS OF COURSE VERY INTERESTED APPLICATION TO SWEDEN. IN 
VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE OF US TECHNOLOGY TO THE SWEDISH ARMS 
INDUSTRY AND DETERRENT. 

2. GELB SAID THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERED SWEDEN A CLOSE 
FRIEND, HAD A POSITIVE DISPOSITION TOWARDS ITS MILITARY 
POSITION IN NORTHERN EUROPE, AND WOULD CONTINUE TO TAKE A 
POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS SWEDISH REQUESTS FOR THE TRANSFER 
OF ARMS OR TECHNOLOGY. AN IMPORTANT GOAL OF OUR NEW POLICY 
WAS TO DISCOURAGE AUTOMATICITY IN ARMS TRANSFERS OR PRES- 
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SURE ON STATES TO DIVERT FUNDS WHICH COULD BE MORE PRODUC- 
TIVELY EMPLOYED IN OTHER SOCIO/ECONOMIC AREAS. THOUGH 
SWEDEN WAS NOT AMONG THOSE STATES SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED FROM 
THE APPLICATION OF THE POLICY, AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION 
IN GRANTING WAIVERS WAS WHETHER OR NOT A TRANSFER WOULD AD- 
VANCE US SECURITY INTERESTS. SWEDISH REQUESTS WOULD, AS IN 
THE PAST, BE CONSIDERED ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS WITH DUE 
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REGARD TO SWEDEN’S NEEDS AND OUR OWN POLICY GOALS. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS. GELB STATED THAT THE NEW 
POLICY APPLIED TO THE TRANSFER OF BOTH ARMS AND TECHNOLOGY; 
THAT PRODUCTION UNDER LICENSE WAS CONSIDERED A FORM OF CO- 
PRODUCTION; AND THAT COMMERCIAL SALES WERE ALL THOSE NOT ON 
A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT BASIS. HE VOLUNTEERED, AS AN 
EXAMPLE OF OUR POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS SWEDEN, THAT WE 
HAD IN PRINCIPLE DECIDED TO APPROVE THE SALE OF VIGGENS TO 
AUSTRIA, SHOULD THAT TRANSACTION COME TO FRUITION, AND 
AFTER WE HAD REVIEWED THE SPECIFIC TECHNOLOGY TO BE 
INCLUDED. 

4. FYI. VIGGEN DECISION TAKEN SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, IN RE- 
SPONSE TO A HONEYWELL LICENSE REQUEST ON ONE COMPONENT OF 
AIRCRAFT. WACHTMEISTER COMMENTED AFTER THE MEETING THAT 
GOS HAD BEEN AWARE OF HONEYWELL'S REQUEST AND US RESPONSE, 
AND HAD AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE PREFERRED TO LEAVE THE 
ISSUE IN COMMERCIAL CHANNELS, RATHER THAN RAISING IT AT THE 
GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, MILITARY SALES, MEETING REPORTS, GOVERNMENT 
REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE12931 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: REWOODS:LP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 99-0877 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770690/aaaadare.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8b904685-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2276430 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARMS EXPORT POLICY 
TAGS: PARM, SW, US, (GELB, LES) 

To: STOCKHOLM 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8b904685-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



